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. Though nota newcomer to the
exhibition circuit, prolific Seema

: Kohli has only recently been

: garnering recognition for her work.
. That's probably due toher rela-

: tively introverted relationship to

: her art. These ornate paintings are
: genuinely introspective.

: Influenced by mythology and

: philosophy from various tradi-

: tions, these works area mix of

: abstractand figurative painting.

: While thestyle hasatendency to

: slip intorambling doodles, a detail
: here or an overall structuring form
i there suddenly demonstrates

: Kohli's ability.

i Kohli weaves figures and detail
: on bright but monochromatic,

: intensely-patterned fields of

: colour. Sometimes her canvas

: looks like collages of block-printed
: cloth; atothers, asif the artist went
: crazy with a mehndi cone.

. Kohli'sstrengthisher pattern-

: iIngand patience with her work.
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You get the feeling that, for her, the
process of creating the painting is
far more important than &xhibitinq
it. Each layer adds another train of
thought to the theme of the canvas
And Kohli holds a firm grip over a|
these intricate thoughts, homing in
on a bigger picture that transcends
each pattern. She says the detailed
patterns stand for layers of subcon.
sciousness and the strong lines for
“action” or “karma”.

This isa bigshow of Kohli's
work, which she saysis her way of
meditation. It's nice that she
presumes no moreand no less. 55
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